ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT

· At the very core of who we are in the Loyal Order of Moose lies the unwavering belief that every child without a home deserves to have one and every senior in need deserves to have those needs met. It is part of who we are and what we do. It is one of the main reasons we are gathered here this weekend. 

· The Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund is the embodiment of this belief. Ninety-seven years ago the Mooseheart Legions of the World,  today’s Moose Legion,  created this fund  not only to fulfill their obligation to their members but to ensure the future of Mooseheart and later Moosehaven. Nearly a century later their legacy lives on.

· We cherish and support this legacy with our energies and substance.

· Today it is up to us to leave our own legacy by settting a goal to increase our total giving.

·  The generous and consistent contributions to the Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund by the dedicated members of each lodge, chapter and Moose Legion is the surest way to achieve this goal and ensure the continued success and financial stability of Mooseheart and Moosehaven well into the future.

· The General Laws of the Order require each lodge to file a monthly report which includes donations collected for the endowment fund. Regardless of the date you send your report in, your Endowment Fund Contribution must reach Mooseheart by the last business day of each month in order to receive credit for that month. Our Regional Manager receives reports of contributions. I implore each lodge to make monthly contribution, regardless of the amount. In addition to fulfilling this requirement and ensuring the future of Mooseheart and Moosehaven, consistent monthly donations are a vital part in qualifying for Moose Internationals Premier Lodge Award.

· I know at the lodge level we are asked to contribute to many funds and projects throughout the year for our Districts, our Association and our fraternity as a whole. However, our commitment to our children and seniors at Mooseheart and Moosehaven must remain our top priority.

· Each fraternal unit should have an Endowment Fund Chairman. They should be working hard to assist their lodge to increase their total giving through increased Endowment Fund contributions. 

· For over 70 years our Nine O’ Clock Ceremony has served to keep our members aware of our commitment and give everyone a chance to contribute to the Endowment Fund. This ceremony is not restricted to membership meetings and special functions. It may be held on any night anywhere in your lodge, including your social quarters.

· There are many other fundraising activities to choose from to help you achieve your contribution goals. From special dinners and theme dances to 50/50’s and raffles. With a little planning fundraisers can be enjoyable and entertaining for your membership while generating substantially  increased contributions. One successful event could increase your total giving for the year and more importantly instill a greater sense of pride in your members by educating them and increasing  their awareness of the importance of this fund. 

· On an individual level all members should be made aware of the Moose Charities Endowment Fund Club. This is a recognition program for repeat donors to the Endowment fund. As your cumulative giving reaches new levels you receive a distinctive lapel pin that reflects that level.

· Today, I am pleased to announce that since the beginning of this fiscal  starting May 1, 2009, our fraternal units in this association have contributed a total of  $68,036.53. 

· We must remain focused to our commitment – to remember the little children.

· In closing, on behalf of all of our children and seniors I thank you for your generous support of our Endowment fund. I encourage you to educate the members of your lodges and chapters and your communities. Let them see the difference we are making in the lives of our children and seniors at Mooseheart and Moosehaven. Open their hearts and minds and show them that we are a Piece of the Solution in action. Who can say NO?

Thank You

PAGE  
4

