· Because I believe every child and every senior has the right to live in a secure and nourishing environment, I have accepted the appointment as the Moose Charities Chairman.

· Our membership application contains the following and when signed, becomes the obligation of Membership for each member to 1) increase the strength of the Order by proposing for membership qualified individuals of high personal character and 2) give of his/her energy and substance in support of Mooseheart and Moosehaven.  This is our purpose.

·   Our cause is to provide the funding for the continued operations of Mooseheart  

· And Moosehaven, I further believe that all Lodges and Chapters need to have a clear understanding of what their responsibility is as a Fraternal Unit and they need to keep their members informed of our great endeavor in supporting these two entities and they also need to remember that our charity to others should begin with the children and seniors who are in our care now and those that will be in the years to come.

· Moose Charities is a 501©3 non-profit organization that is the funding arm of Moose International; therefore, 100% of your donation goes to the intended destination – unlike other nonprofts. Moose Charities has been put in place to raise funds for Mooseheart and Moosehaven in a variety of ways.  They also provide reports to Fraternal Units regarding the monies raised and to provide receipts for personal donations, which are tax deductible along with special recognition programs.

· Our Mission is to  provide funds for both Mooseheart and Moosehaven that are raised through various fundraisers sponsored by Lodges and Chapters and through personal donations from members and non-members via different means.  

· We do this through Direct Mail Appeals – which are essential and we ask all members to understand this is the main opportunity to reach our members – active and inactive as well. School Support Programs – members can help by saving their Campbells Labels, My Coke Rewards points, Recycle for Mooseheart brings dollars simply by donating used ink cartridges, cell phone and so much more.

· And then there is the Work place giving. Many companies are donating dollars in behalf of the Community Service work provided by their employees. Another ways is the Employer matching gifts – many companies offer this opportunity and some give more than just matching the same as the employee’s deduction. We have the United Way – if an employer encourages the employees to participate in this giving program – ask that Moose Charities be listed as your ‘charity of choice’. And then there are funds raised through special events, such s Golf Tournaments or bike runs.

·  We have different giving opportunities, such as the Gimme 5 Endowment – believe it or not, there are many members who have no idea what this is.  They either have not heard of it, or read anything about it, and this includes members who frequent their Moose Lodges.  We must make this program known to ALL members.  All donations to the Gimme 5 program are deposited in a secured fund that will not be touched until May 1, 2012, when the funds will be transferred to the Mooseheart/Moosehaven Endowment Fund.

· And speaking of Endowment Fund- your giving to this fund enables us to ensure the future. If needed, only the interest from the Endowment Fund is used for the operations of our twin cities.  Traditionally, funds are raised through the Nine O’Clock Ceremony, Cradle or Basket collections whenever and wherever our members are gather.

· There is still another way that we can make contributions and that would be with a tribute gift.  Every Lodge and Chapter should have available Moose Charities Tribute envelopes available for their members to make a donation to Moose Charities.  This could be in Memory Of to express a thoughtful remembrance of a loved one.  When this is done, a memorial acknowledgement will be sent to the family of the person so honored and listing the name of the donor.  Yet another way is to make a donation in honor of someone.  Once again, an acknowledgement  will be mailed.

· Some individuals make planned giving to care for our children and seniors.  Planned giving is a way to leave a legacy. Many members leave a legacy through wills, estates, property and annuities.

· Moose Charities has recognition programs for Lodges, Chapters such as certificates and individual donors can receive pins, website recognition, and will be mentioned in the annual report.

· Individuals donating to the Endowment Fund can receive pins recognizing their level of donations as they become members of the Endowment Fund Club.  

· Individuals donating to Gimme 5 can receive pins recognizing their 5-year donation levels. 

·  Another recognition program is the League of Guardians where all donations are totaled up and at the end of the fiscal year, those individuals or husbands and wives together total $1000 or more are invited to attend the League of Guardians dinner held at the International Convention.

· Then there is the Defending Circle Society that includes donors who create gifts such as bequests, various types of trust, charitable gift annuities and life insurance. A distinctive “Defending Circle Society” lapel pin has been created to recognize Defending Circle Society members.  More information is available on the Moose Charities website.

· While on this website, you can even look at the Brag Board.  There you will be able to find out about special efforts put forth by fraternal units and members.   If you would like to, you can even sign up for a 

special E-newsletter from Moose Charities. 

· With Your Help, we will indeed bring success to our fundraising programs that will benefit Mooseheart and Moosehaven where we are making a difference in the lives of others through fundraising. Let’s look at how fundraising can help our causes. Fundraising is much more than the act of writing a check.  By the nature of its name, it implies the raising of funds, not the disbursement of funds.  It takes a good deal of work to hold successful fundraising events, but that work will only support Mooseheart, Moosehaven or any other charity, it will also pay dividends in public recognition of your Lodge and the Loyal Order of Moose, as well as exposing potential new members to the fraternity.

· Keep things simple; fundraising does not have to be complicated.  Give your intended target audience the chance to “buy in” to your event or charity.  If you are working on an event to benefit Mooseheart or Moosehaven, why not partner with one of the more publicly known charitable organization that the Moose supports, such as Special Olympics, Safe Surfin’, or the Boys Scouts are all good choices.  Partnering with a well-known co-charities give your target audience an immediate point of recognition, and opens doors for potential supporters to “walk through” on their way to discovering the Moose.

· First step- decide on what kind of event you want and stick to it.  Maybe it will be a spaghetti dinner, a poker run, a car show or a comedy night.  Just about any activity that appeals to common interst or group can be made into a fundraising event.

· Plan your event to reinforce the nature of your chosen co-charity, such as sports for Special Olympics or something outdoors for Boy Scout.  Make sure you make known that Mooseheart is not only a home for “at-risk kids” (and not an orphanage), but also a top notch school  where  graduates go on to college in most cases.

· Next step.  Make sure you have a true committee.  One person may have an idea, but it takes a group of dedicated people to pull off a successful event.  There should be several co-chairman, to take care of publicity, a volunteer coordinator, a publicity coordinator, a food coordinator and if necessary, an entertainment coordinator.

· Involve the community and take advantage of “free” advertising.  If you involve local merchants, you may be able to post flyers in their facilities.  Many public access TV stations and local radio stations have programs for advertising community service events.  Be proud of your Lodge and invite the Mayor, City Council, Officials or business dignitaries.

· Remember, if you have a good committee that shows enjoyment while working, you’ll go a long way in interesting non-members in joining the Moose.  Positive attitude will pay dividends in both new members and funds raised.

· Be prepared – do your homework and have answers ready for folks who might show up from the media. And remember, it is important to assign a “greeter” at the door than a “bouncer”  Make people feel welcome and let them in on the fun from time they cross the threshold of your Lodge.  Their perception of your Lodge starts with the first member they meet.

· If after all of this you still have questions, please feel free to e-mail me at dannywmoose@aol.com.
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