· The Degree of Service, known as the Moose Legion was organized in 1913 to provide an opportunity for those members of the fraternity who desire to make further contributions to the Order.

· “There is a destiny that makes us Brothers, none goes his way alone, that which we send into the lives of others, comes back into our own.” 

· The Moose Legions provide fun while providing greater service to the fraternity.

· Since the very beginning, Moose Legionnaires stepped right up and started raising money for projects that needed done. The Moose Legions provide fun while providing greater service to the fraternity

· In 1913 they donated $6000 to provide the nucleus for a herd of Holstein dairy cattle at Mooseheart.  In 1914 it was Loyalty Hall and in 1917 it was the West Legion Hall. In 1922, along with the Women of the Moose, it was Moosehaven Hall.  Then in 1949 it was Moosehaven Community Building followed by Mooseheart’s Camp Ross in 1950 and along with other units, it was the House of God. In 1953 it was Mooseheart Faith Hall, followed in 1954 along with other units Mooseheart High School.  By 1958 it was Moosehaven Legion Hall followed by Mooseheart’s Student Bank in 1967.

· In 1971 it was the Museum of Moose History.  1980 it was Moosehaven’s Jubilee Hall and the Mooseheart Legion Hall.  Then in 1982 it was Stadium Metric Track at Mooseheart.  In 1985 funds were provided for an addition to the Museum of Moose History.  In 1991 the Moosehaven’s Medical Program was to benefit and in 1992 Camp Ross received a renovation and winterization.  Then in 1996 Loyalty Hall was converted to a learning center. 

· In 2001 the Camp Ross swimming pool was restored and in 2003 it was the renovation of the House of God.  In 2004 computers were provided for the Loyalty Training Center. 2006 saw the renovation of the Mooseheart Bell Tower, followed by renovation of the Mooseheart powerhouse in 2007.  That is a pretty impressive list of accomplishments, but they are not done yet. 

· They are now raising money for the van project.  I am happy to report that Baltimore #10, Chesapeake Bay #183, Blue Hen #186 and Western Maryland #218  are all paid in full. Five of the Moose Legion Units in this Association have contributed a total of $577.16 to the Endowment Fund. Our children and seniors thank you.

· If you want something done, ask a Moose Legionnaire.

For the first time the Moose Legion Medal of Honor “qualified members” will be invited to participate in the Moose 25 Club Party at the International Convention. Qualifying is pretty simple and mirrors the 25 Club program itself.  If a Moose Legionnaire earns the Medal of Honor during the 2009-2010 fiscal year by achieving 50 lifetime membership units in the program, he has then QUALIFIED. If a Medal of Honor holder earns five (5) membership units during the same time frame, he has then QUALIFIED.  If a Moose Legionnaire is qualified in both the 25 Club and the Medal of Honor program by either attaining them during the year and/or being credited with 5 membership units in each, he is then QUALIFIED to get upgraded seating to the next better level of seating corresponding to his 25 Club level.  Do you know how close you are to achieving the Medal of Honor? Or how close you are to earning 5 units for the year?  We have until April 30th to meet the qualifications.  I am please to tell you that Russell Sprague, Sr. of Bel Air Lodge 1952 and Chesapeake Bay Moose Legion #183 has sponsored 9 and is included in the Top 25 Sponsor Report as of November 4th.  

· There are six Moose Legion units in this Association.  Their combined quota, as assigned by Moose International is 138. To date, these fraternal units have signed a total of 48 new Moose Legionnaires for a total of 34.9%.

· It is the responsibility of the Lodge Moose Legion Committee officers to conduct a Moose Legion Orientation for Moose members in their Lodge at least quarterly. The Orientation Program is to emphasize the “positive” aspects and a sense of pride a member may achieve in being of greater service to the Order. The Lodge Moose Legion Orientation is the first “hands on” experience a prospective Moose Legionnaire will encounter with the “Degree of Service”, so keep it simple, keep it informative, keep it easy and most of all, keep it “fun”.  This Orientation program is designed to acquaint every Moose member with the opportunities found in his Moose Legion membership and to support every effort to elevate other Moose Brothers to the “Degree of Service.”  It also highlights the personal satisfaction a member realizes from embarking upon a fraternal path which will enable him to unleash his power to do good and, have “fun” along the way.  It can, and should be, designed in a way that will be most effective for you and the Lodge membership.

· I share this information with you this evening because it is  Moose Legionnaire Appreciation evening.  For those that are new to the Degree of Service and a reminder to Moose Legionnaires of long standing it tells of the accomplishments of the Moose Legion. 

· On behalf of Director General William Airey and Moose Legion Director Robert Neff and International Moose Legion President, Mike Roach, we extend our appreciation to each and every one of you.
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