· SUPPORTING OUR CORE 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMS

· There are several community service programs promoted by Moose International that are what is referred to as our core programs.

· They are:  Moose Youth Awareness, Scouting, Special Olympics, Safe Surfin and Tommy Moose. Let’s look at each one separately.

· Our Youth Awareness program has helped to reach literally thousands of younger children by utilizing young men and women sponsored by our lodges and chapters in attending Youth Student Congresses. Their main goal is to reach these younger children and teach them the hazards that lurk at every opportunity. 

· Each year an International Student Congress is held with winners from all the associations.  This year they will be meeting in Indianapolis from April 29 thru May 3.  By accepting this challenge, they have a chance to earn scholarships toward their higher education, be it from a lodge, the association or from Moose International.  Once again this year, the Moose Legions of the fraternity are funding the five scholarships that will be presented at the conclusion of the Congress in Indianapolis.

· We have been strong supporters of the Boys Scouts of America, but they now have a Venturing program that is recommended for use by all lodges.  Venturing is a co-ed program  for students 12-20 years of age and is a student-run program that has defined structure and recognitions.  More information on the Venturing program is available from the Membership Department, the local Boy Scout Council or online at www.scouting.org.

· Special Olympics is relatively new to our fraternity, but in today’s society, all you have to do is look around you and you will see many that could benefit from this venture.  All Lodges, Chapters and Moose Legions are asked to contribute $100 each fiscal year to Moose Charities, designating your contribution for Special Olympics and help us put smiles on the faces of those less fortunate.

· Another one of our newer ventures is to have the opportunity to promote Safe Surfin’.   I am happy to announce that on January 20th of this year at a special reception at the U. S. Capitol, the Loyal Order of Moose received resolutions from both the United States Congress and the National Sheriffs’ Association. The resolutions were in recognition of the Fraternity’s efforts in educating young children about using the Internet safely.

Many of us have children or grandchildren that are very savvy about computer use; they know more about it at a young age, than we’ll ever know.  If you are a concerned parent or grandparent, you will know what they are looking at on the computer, and you will have parental controls in place?

· And now for our adorable Tommy Moose.  

· Ads have been running in trade journals such as Police Chief and Firehouse  magazines. Numerous inquiries from police, fire and emergency service units have been made asking how to receive Tommy Moose. This inquiry is forwarded to the Regional Manager, who is asked to relay the information to an appropriate Lodge, Chapter, Moose Legion, District or Association. These inquiries should be followed up on immediately and properly.  Once all of this is done, it should not be a one-time donation, it should be the beginning of a relationship in which the fraternal unit donates an initial supply and replenishes them when needed.

· With much anticipation, I am happy to announce that a full-sized Tommy Moose mascot costume is now available from catalog sales. There are guidelines in place for this item use and therefore, it is mandatory that a fraternal unit complete a Tommy Moose costume usage agreement, before any delivery of this item can be made. While some may think that the cost of $1200, plus shipping and handling, is a bit steep, stop and think of how many times it can be used within your own lodge and also in parades in your communities.

Another item that the membership department is working on is the production of a color-along storybook that tells the story of how Tommy Moose came into being.  This will all be unveiled at the International Convention in Nashville.

And while we are soliciting your monetary contributions to these programs, your lodge and chapter members will reap much more mileage of out their local community service efforts, if it also involves donating time.  Active participation in local communities raises more awareness and good positive publicity for fraternal units that just taking the easy way out and writing a check.

· These are just some of our community projects, but let us not forget to add some new life into some of the things we have been doing for a long time, such ringing bells for Salvation Army.  The money raised from this endeavor helps to provide food, clothing and shelter to the needy. And let’s not forget our assisting our seniors, or Veterans or those currently serving our country away from home and family.  Each one of them would enjoy receiving a little ‘care’ package now and again.

· One thing that is especially important.  Make sure your Community Service Reports are completed and sent to Moose International. I am amazed when I see some of the reports; I know they did this or that and yet there is noting there or they are non-existent. 

· I encourage everyone to participate in Community Service, to receive the publicity and recognition for your Lodge’s hard work.  By participating in community service, we demonstrate that we are a piece of the solution.

· Thank you.
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